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4:12  -                         TWRN TQLDH 
4:30  -                                                  HEYQw 
8:52  -                                          A‰M w‰QZ 
9:36   -                                       A‰RG w‰QZ 

10:22  -                               HLYPT IMZ FWS 
4:31    -                                         HEYQw 
5:17*    -                            OYBKWKH TAC 
5:44     -                                              72 TAC 

* Based on Emergence of 3 Stars  

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com 

Now You Know! 
Yosef was bought from the Yosef was bought from the Yosef was bought from the Yosef was bought from the Ishmaelites Ishmaelites Ishmaelites Ishmaelites 
by Poby Poby Poby Potiphar, one of Pharoahtiphar, one of Pharoahtiphar, one of Pharoahtiphar, one of Pharoah’’’’s ministers. s ministers. s ministers. s ministers. 

He rose to prominence in the home as He rose to prominence in the home as He rose to prominence in the home as He rose to prominence in the home as 
Chief of Chief of Chief of Chief of Staff and was Staff and was Staff and was Staff and was entrustedentrustedentrustedentrusted    with with with with 
running the palace.running the palace.running the palace.running the palace.    

Because of thisBecause of thisBecause of thisBecause of this, he began to eat well , he began to eat well , he began to eat well , he began to eat well 
and dress well, and he attracted the and dress well, and he attracted the and dress well, and he attracted the and dress well, and he attracted the 

attention of his masterattention of his masterattention of his masterattention of his master’’’’s wife.s wife.s wife.s wife.    

When thWhen thWhen thWhen the wife of Potiphar tried to e wife of Potiphar tried to e wife of Potiphar tried to e wife of Potiphar tried to 

convince Yosef to sin wconvince Yosef to sin wconvince Yosef to sin wconvince Yosef to sin with her, he ith her, he ith her, he ith her, he 
refused, over and over again.refused, over and over again.refused, over and over again.refused, over and over again.    

Yosef told her, Yosef told her, Yosef told her, Yosef told her, ““““There is no one greater There is no one greater There is no one greater There is no one greater 
in this household than I, and the only in this household than I, and the only in this household than I, and the only in this household than I, and the only 

thing prothing prothing prothing prohibited to me is you, as my hibited to me is you, as my hibited to me is you, as my hibited to me is you, as my 
mastermastermastermaster’’’’s wife.s wife.s wife.s wife.””””    He concluded, He concluded, He concluded, He concluded, ““““Were I to Were I to Were I to Were I to 

do as you ask, I would sin to Gdo as you ask, I would sin to Gdo as you ask, I would sin to Gdo as you ask, I would sin to G----d.d.d.d.””””    

What was Yosef saying here? Was he What was Yosef saying here? Was he What was Yosef saying here? Was he What was Yosef saying here? Was he 

bragging? Perhaps even encouraging bragging? Perhaps even encouraging bragging? Perhaps even encouraging bragging? Perhaps even encouraging 
her with his powher with his powher with his powher with his power? And why did he say er? And why did he say er? And why did he say er? And why did he say 

it would be a sin to Git would be a sin to Git would be a sin to Git would be a sin to G----d, when it would d, when it would d, when it would d, when it would 
be an act of treachery agaibe an act of treachery agaibe an act of treachery agaibe an act of treachery against his nst his nst his nst his 

mamamamaster?ster?ster?ster?    

Chazal say, Chazal say, Chazal say, Chazal say, ““““Whoever is greater than his Whoever is greater than his Whoever is greater than his Whoever is greater than his 

fellow, his evil inclination is greater.fellow, his evil inclination is greater.fellow, his evil inclination is greater.fellow, his evil inclination is greater.””””    
Yosef was building himself up not for Yosef was building himself up not for Yosef was building himself up not for Yosef was building himself up not for 

her benefit, but for his own.her benefit, but for his own.her benefit, but for his own.her benefit, but for his own.    

HHHHe reminded himsee reminded himsee reminded himsee reminded himself that Hashem had lf that Hashem had lf that Hashem had lf that Hashem had 

given him success for a reason, and it given him success for a reason, and it given him success for a reason, and it given him success for a reason, and it 
was NOT to be chained to this woman was NOT to be chained to this woman was NOT to be chained to this woman was NOT to be chained to this woman 

for eternity.for eternity.for eternity.for eternity.    

Were he to give in to his desires, more Were he to give in to his desires, more Were he to give in to his desires, more Were he to give in to his desires, more 

than rebelling against his earthly than rebelling against his earthly than rebelling against his earthly than rebelling against his earthly 
mastemastemastemaster, he wr, he wr, he wr, he would be rebelling against ould be rebelling against ould be rebelling against ould be rebelling against 

Hashem by using his gifts and talents Hashem by using his gifts and talents Hashem by using his gifts and talents Hashem by using his gifts and talents 
for the wrong this. This was a pep talk for the wrong this. This was a pep talk for the wrong this. This was a pep talk for the wrong this. This was a pep talk 

to remind himself that he was above thisto remind himself that he was above thisto remind himself that he was above thisto remind himself that he was above this    
sin, and it helped him not give in.sin, and it helped him not give in.sin, and it helped him not give in.sin, and it helped him not give in.    

Thought of the week: 

Aim at heaven and you will 
get earth thrown in. Aim at 
earth and you’ll get neither. 

 (DK:ZL TYwARB) „.OYM WB IYA QR RWBHW HRBH WTA WKLwYW WHXQYW‰ 
“They took him and they cast him into the pit; and the pit was empty, it had no water 
in it.” (Beraishis 37:24) 
Rashi, quotes the Midrash, that though there was no water in it (as throwing Yosef into a pit 
of water would have been an act of murder) it did have snakes and scorpions in it. But if 
they were not trying to actively murder him, why would they throw him into a pit with these 
venomous creatures?  

The simple answer is that though they were able to tell the pit had no water in it, perhaps 
by dropping a stone and listening for a splash, they could not see the bottom of the pit and 
therefore did not know the snakes and scorpions were in it. This is supported by the 
Gemara in Shabbos (22a). 

There, R’ Noson bar Manyumi in the name of R’ Tanchum offers two expositions. The first 
is that a Chanuka lamp which is place higher than 20 cubits from the ground, is invalid, and 
the eye does not generally see thing so high up. The second is what we have just quoted, 
that the pit into which Yosef was thrown did not have water but did have snakes. 

The correlation between the two is that the pit would have been at least 20 cubits deep, 
and then, again, the eye wouldn’t be able to see what was down there. Just as too high is 
unseen, so is too low. What is especially interesting, though, is that this verse gives us a 
hint in the Torah to the holiday of Chanuka, and the miracles upon which it was established 
would not take place for more than 1500 years! 

But this is not the only hint to Chanuka in the Torah. There are numerous of them, with 
several in the parshios around Chanuka time. The 25th word in the Torah is ‘ohr,’ light, 
which hints to the light of Chanuka on the 25th of Kislev. When the Jews traveled forty-two 
journeys in the Wilderness, the 25th encampment was a place called ‘Chashmona,’ and the 
Maccabis were called ‘Chashmona’im,’ the Hasmoneans. 

There are more allusions, but let us ask ourselves why the Torah offers so many hints to 
Chanuka, while allusions to Purim are fewer and more obscure? 

Chanuka was a time when the world sought to dim our eyes and our souls by getting us to 
reject Hashem and His Torah. They wanted us to see ourselves as just another race of 
human animals, and that’s what Yehuda and his brothers were railing against. They 
pushed for purity and were rewarded with the miraculous oil which burned for eight nights, 
long enough to make more pure oil. 

The Torah hints to the message that if we want to purify ourselves and establish a deep 
connection and dedication to Hashem, He will work wonders to enable us to do so. And 
that is something worth mentioning over and over again. 

The Bluzhover Rebbe z”l retold the miraculous story of a terrible game the Nazis w‰MY enjoyed. They 

forced the Jewish concentration camp inmates to dig a pit twenty feet across. They then had to jump 
to the other side. If any of them made it, they could live for another day. The ones that fell into the pit 
were shot and buried there. 

Many took running jumps; a futile effort. The Bluzhover Rebbe walked up to the edge of the pit with a 
few of his Chasidim, closed his eyes and proclaimed, “We are jumping!” When he opened his eyes, 
he found himself on the other side of the pit. Next to him, he saw one of his closest Chasidim.  

Amazed, the Rebbe said to him, “I know how I made it across. I was holding onto the kapoteh (cloak) 
of my saintly father and grandfathers. Their holy merit carried me. But how did you make it across?” 

The disciple replied with simple faith – “Rebbe, I held on to YOUR kapoteh!” 

©2024 – J. Gewirtz 
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If you want to do it, it 

can happen in a big 

way! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal Ohr 
with others.  You’ll be glad you did.  
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